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From the Festival Director
Welcome to the 2015 JCC Jewish
Book Festival - a great turning
point in its history! With mixed
feelings, we bid farewell to the
amazing Nicole Nozick who, with
her unmistakable energy, aplomb
and charming South African
accent, created a hard-to-follow act that dazzled
every year! Thank you Nicole, you are an inspiration.
We promise to make you proud…and a bit jealous!
Now in its 31st year, the Jewish Book Festival
embraces everyone who loves the written word.
Jewish writers are part of the diverse fabric surrounding us: their themes are universal, but their
approaches as varied as the world we live in. We
will be exploring connections of literature and
music, discovering exotic Jewish communities, debating politics and the environment, sampling food
bursting with freshness: there will be something for
everyone with our diverse and entertaining selection of celebrated authors and panelists from
across Canada, the US and Israel.
We have an inordinate amount of freshly-won
awards on our authors’ racks: Sean Michaels with
the 2014 Scotiabank Giller Prize, Ayelet Tsabari
with the 2015 Sami Rohr Prize for Jewish Literature,
Assaf Gavron with the Bernstein Prize, Stuart
Rojstaczer with the 2014 Outstanding Debut Fiction
Award, Dan Bar-El finalist for the Governor General
Literary Award. This says something about us,
doesn’t it …?
The JCC Jewish Book Festival is a labour of love and
teamwork. Thank you from all my heart to the
group of true believers, the amazing committee
who were so supportive in this year’s transition.
And above all, we are thankful for the enthusiasm
of readers like you, who come to the events, shop
at the Festival Bookstore, spread the word and
donate generously – you deserve the best!
DANA CAMIL HEWITT - Festival Director

pre-festival event - oct 25
Sunday Oct 25 3:00 – 4:00pm
FROM MONTREAL – DEBUT NOVELIST
SIGAL SAMUEL
The Mystics of Mile End
$16
“Brimming with magic and mystery, The Mystics
of Mile End tells the story of a family haunted by
secrets and loss, and the ways in which they try to
wrest meaning out of their lives.” – Ayelet Tsabari
Lev and Samara Meyer have a typical childhood,
other than that their father is distracted and their mother is dead. They
live in Montreal’s Mile End, a mashup of hipsters and Hasidic Jews, where
around the corner crazy Mr. Katz is trying to recreate the Biblical Tree of
Knowledge. This remarkable debut novel weaves together four distinct
voices to tell a story of extraordinary faith, intelligence and feeling.
You’ll be able to tell everyone that you saw her before she became famous…!
The Festival is proud to host Sigal presenting her debut novel. Currently a writer and editor
for the Jewish Daily Forward, Sigal has also written and produced six plays in Montreal,
Vancouver and New York, two of which garnered national awards. Originally from Montreal,
she received her MFA in Creative Writing from UBC and now lives in Brooklyn.

NEW!

WCJBA

We are launching

THE WESTERN CANADA
JEWISH BOOK AWARDS
an initiative of the JCC Jewish Book Festival
For more details see page 24.
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opening - saturday nov 21
6:00pm
PRE-EVENT RECEPTION
in the Norman & Annette Rothstein Theatre lobby
Book Festival patrons ($180+) are invited to join a gathering of Festival authors and special
guests in a wine & cheese reception. (For information on becoming a patron of the Jewish
Book Festival please call Dana Camil Hewitt 604-257-5156.)

7:30pm
OPENING NIGHT GALA
THE NEW FACE OF FICTION
in the Norman & Annette Rothstein Theatre
THE SOL AND SHIRLEY KORT AUTHOR SERIES

SEAN MICHAELS
Winner: 2014 Scotiabank Giller Prize
In Conversation with Hal Wake
$24
Us Conductors is a beautiful, haunting, brilliant novel - it
stretches its arms to encompass nearly everything— an
immigrant tale, an epic, a spy intrigue, a prison confession, an inventor’s manual, a creation myth, and an
obituary—but the electric current humming through its
heart is an achingly resonant love story. Sean Michaels orchestrates his first novel like a virtuoso” – Anthony Marra

Photo: John Londono, 2013

Inspired by the true life and loves of the Russian scientist, inventor and spy Lev Termen--creator of the
theremin, Us Conductors is written in a finely woven
series of flashbacks and correspondence, taking us from
the glitz and glam of New York in the 1930s to the gulags and scientific camps of the Soviet
Union. Us Conductors is a book of longing and electricity. Like Termen’s own life, it is steeped
in beauty, wonder and looping heartbreak. “Michaels’ voice will pass through you like live
current and conduct you to parts unknown.” – Carl Wilson
Sean Michaels was born in Scotland, and raised in Ottawa. He eventually settled in Montreal,
founding Said the Gramophone, one of the earliest music blogs. He has since spent time in
Edinburgh and Kraków, toured with rock bands, searched the Parisian catacombs for Les UX,
and received 2 National Magazine Awards.
HAL WAKE is the Artistic Director of the Vancouver Writers Fest.
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sunday nov 22
10:00-11:30am
A LITERARY QUICKIE
Which author will you curl up with tonight?
Host: EVELYN H. LAZARE
By donation - includes a light brunch
The JBF shines its spotlight on a select group of writers in a delightful event we guarantee
you’ll enjoy. Likened to speed-dating, this fast-paced event gives each author exactly 180
seconds to make the audience fall in love with their book and bring it home to meet mother.
The line-up includes RICHA DWOR, A.D.GENTLE, ROSA HARRIS, REVITAL SHIRI-HOROWITZ,
PAULA HURWITZ, JUNE HUTTON, EVELYN H. LAZARE, OLGA MEDVEDEVA-NATHOO, AVRUM
NADIGEL, MARINA SONKINA.

RICHA DWOR / Jewish Feeling: Difference and Affect in
Nineteenth-Century Jewish Women’s Writing
Richa Dwor holds a PhD in English Literature from the University
of Nottingham and is currently a faculty member at Douglas
College. She has published widely on 19th century Anglo-Jewish
literature and culture and is a Fellow of the Higher Education
Academy in the UK.
Jewish Feeling explores the work of Jewish woman writers in
Victorian London. By focusing on the novels, poetry and essays
of two writers, Grace Aguilar (1816-1847) and Amy Levy (18611889), Dwor argues that they deploy reading practices derived
from midrash, particularly when it comes to reading with feeling.

A.D. GENTLE / The Freak and the Vampire
A.D. Gentle was born and raised in Vancouver, a place she still
calls home. She is a versatile artist and a fantasy writer with a
B.Sc in Biology from UBC. An avid reader her whole life, she
started weaving words to create a place to escape from high
school bullying.
Her journey is reflected in her first self-published, fantasy
novel for young adults, The Freak and the Vampire. More lighthearted short story books followed, Midnight on Halloween,
Transforming Tales, and a cookbook-storybook hybrid, The
Cheesecake Bride.

continues on next page...
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sunday nov 22
ROSA HARRIS / Boomerville: Musings on a Generation
that Refuses to Go Quietly
Writer and editor Rosa Harris is a two-time Canadian National
Magazine Award winner. She has penned stories for many major
North American publications on topics ranging from baby food
to global economics. She has taught journalism at four universities and occasionally serves as a radio host.
“Rosa Harris, national award-winning journalist, editor, talk show
host and journalism professor, has crafted a collection of insightful, humorous and touching essays on the baby boomer generation that will leave you smiling, laughing and reminiscing on the
times of your life” – Michael B Davie

REVITAL SHIRI-HOROWITZ / Hope to See You Soon
Revital Shiri-Horowitz was born and raised in Israel. Based now
in Seattle, she is the author of Daughters of Iraq (which was presented at a previous JBF) a blogger, a journalist, a poet and a
proud mom of four boys.
Tel Aviv and Seattle. Two best friends living far apart, and how
that separation shapes their lives. Is the grass really greener on
the other side of the fence? How far should we go to secure our
happiness? In Hope to See You Soon, author Revital ShiriHorowitz challenges her readers to confront these questions,
and to grapple with the meaning of friendship, family, and
country - the meaning of life itself.

PAULA HURWITZ / Emiliano's Discovery
Paula Hurwitz is a lawyer, born and raised in Winnipeg’s tightknit Jewish community. She has written short stories published
in the Canadian Jewish News. Paula currently lives in Toronto
with her husband and two daughters. Emiliano’s Discovery is her
first novel.
When Emiliano Edelman’s life is shattered by a terrorist’s bomb
that destroys Buenos Aires’ Jewish Community Centre, it sparks
his quest to find family who fled from Eastern Europe to Canada
decades earlier. Unable to cope with the aftermath of the bombing, he decides to leave Argentina, and by chance encounters
visitors from Winnipeg who encourage him to move there.

continues on next page...
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sunday nov 22
JUNE HUTTON / Two-Gun & Sun
June Hutton was a northern reporter, then inner city teacher before writing her first novel, Underground. Called “taut and lean,
elegant and poetic” by the Globe and Mail, it was shortlisted for
the 2010 OLA Evergreen Award. An instructor for SFU’s Writer’
Studio Online and UBC’s Writing Centre, June currently lives in
Vancouver.
Inspired by the historical figures Morris “Two Gun” Cohen and Dr.
Sun Yat-sen, whose joint pursuits would later bolster a revolution that ushered in the modern era for China, June Hutton
blends fact with fiction in a dramatic tale that is part historical
novel, part steampunk opera and part otherworldly Western.
Brutally beautiful, at times playful and absurd and then swiftly
tragic, Two Gun & Sun explores themes of truth, love and independence.

EVELYN H. LAZARE / The Ladies Who Still Don't Lunch
After graduating from university, Evelyn spent many years writing
strategic documents for the health care sector. She retired early
and began publishing fiction, both on-line and in newspapers.
Evelyn lives in Steveston, BC where she is hard at work on further novels.
In her second book, Evelyn continues the saga of her debut
novel, The Ladies Who Don’t Lunch. The original six women continue to gather for dinners at their homes, sharing not only
meals, but also the stories of their lives, loves and losses – including the men in each category. Like the wine they enjoy, the
women and their adventures are only improving with age. By the
conclusion of the sequel, all but one of the women is retired or
approaching retirement, although some have begun new careers.
Their lives are anything but dull. Join them for more dinners and
find out why.

continues on next page...

TICKETS: 604.257.5111 www.jewishbookfestival.ca
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sunday nov 22
OLGA MEDVEDEVA-NATHOO / Crossroads- A True Story of
Gina Dimant in War and Love
Dr. Olga Medvedeva-Nathoo studied Polish Language and Literature at the Moscow State University and completed her doctorate in the history of Polish literature. She is the author of
numerous articles on Polish literature, culture, history, and Polish-Russian relations as well as translations of Polish books into
Russian.
The recollections of Gina Dimant, born in 1926 in Poland lie at
the heart of this book. Her life formed a map of crossroads in
history, geography and a kaleidoscope of cultures. The book will
also be published in Szczecin (Poland) and Almaty (Kazachstan).

AVRUM NADIGEL / Learning to Commit: The Best Time to
Work on Your Marriage Is When You’re Single
Avrum Nadigel has been a therapist for over 15 years in Montreal, Vancouver and Toronto. His approach combines Family
Systems, Psychodynamic and Mindfulness perspectives, and he
has had post-graduate training in Bowen Theory from The Western Pennsylvania Family Center. He currently lives in Toronto.
Learning to Commit aims to debunk common relationship myths
and the Hollywood- fueled idea that there is only one person
who can complete you. Nadigel encourages those struggling with
commitment to discard what they think they know about love
and relationships and instead focus on the biggest influence on
their emotional lives, their own families.

MARINA SONKINA / Expulsion and Other Stories
A former professor of Russian literature at Moscow State University, writer and scholar Marina Sonkina now lives in Vancouver
and shares her time between teaching at SFU and UBC and writing, tango dancing and taking her students to culture trips to
Russia. She has published two collections of short stories and
two children's books.
Expulsion & Other Stories consists of a novella followed by a
group of short stories. But the main protagonists have one thing
in common: they are all women coming of age in difficult times.
In the short stories, set in post-Stalinist Russia, the women are
confronted by dictatorship's mundane face - a minor bureaucrat, a school teacher, a doctor.
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sunday nov 22
10:30–11:30am
FAMILY LOVE, ABOVE ALL
PJ Library presents
MICHELLE GILMAN / What Grandma Built
JAZMIN SASKY - Illustrator
FREE / for ages 4-7 years with parental supervision
A picture book about Grandma’s castle, a house filled with love
that will last for generations. Grandma finds the perfect spot for
her home on the shore of a lake. As her family gets bigger, the
house grows too—and eventually becomes a castle! Bursting with
toys, bunk beds, bedrooms and pies, the castle is a magical place
full of love and traditions. Featuring vibrant illustrations by
Jazmin Sasky, What Grandma Built is the poignant story of one
family and its extraordinary grandmother.
Michelle Gilman was raised in Winnipeg, MB and enjoyed summers at Lake of the Woods,
ON—the setting for What Grandma Built. She currently lives in Vancouver where Michelle
continues to teach and share her love of reading.
Jazmin Sasky is an Argentinian visual artist based in Vancouver with a mission to use her talent to effect social change. Helping women and children
is her passion and she collaborates with women’s organizations in both
Canada and the U.S. She is a sought-after artist and book illustrator.
The PJ Library supports families in their Jewish journey by sending them
monthly, a free Jewish-content children’s book. The PJ Library is a Jewish
Federation of Greater Vancouver sponsored program. For information,
visit jewishvancouver.com/pjlibrary.
PRESENTED WITH THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER VANCOUVER PJ LIBRARY

12:00-2:00pm
HEBREW BOOK EXCHANGE
FREE

This popular event is for the Hebrew readers. Bring
in your used Hebrew books, exchange them for
something you haven’t read and discover some
hidden gems.
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sunday nov 22
2:00 - 3:00pm
HISTORY IN THE SPOTLIGHT
RICHARD MENKIS with HAROLD TROPER
More Than Just Games – Canada in the 1936 Olympics
$16
Held in Germany, the 1936 Olympic Games sparked international controversy. Should athletes and nations boycott the games to protest the Nazi
regime? More Than Just Games is the story of the Canadian Olympic officials
and promoters who were convinced that national unity and pride demanded
the athletes compete in the Olympics without regard for politics. It is the story
of those Canadian athletes, mostly young and far more focused on sport than
politics, who were eager to make family, friends, and country proud of their efforts.
And, finally, it is the story of those Canadians who led an unsuccessful campaign to boycott the
Olympics and deny Nazi Germany the propaganda coup of serving as an Olympic host.
Richard Menkis is Associate Professor of Modern Jewish History at UBC. His primary area of
research is Canadian Jewish history. With Harold Troper, he co-edited the completely-overhauled section on Canada in the second edition of the Encyclopaedia Judaica (2007). He is
currently working on a monograph on how Canadian Jewish historical memory has responded to the Canadian "management" of diversity, from exclusivity to multiculturalism.
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sunday nov 22
4:00-5:30pm
REMEMBERING CHAVA ROSENFARB
GOLDIE MORGENTALER
introducing the documentary
Chava Rosenfarb: That Bubble
of Being
$16
“The first thing journalists and reviewers usually say when they refer to my mother is that she
was a Holocaust survivor, as if this one event defined her for all time. Well, she was a Holocaust survivor, but it was not the essence of her life. When asked what she did, she always
replied, “I am a writer.” – Goldie Morgentaler
Chava Rosenfarb was one of the most important Yiddish novelists and writers of the second
half of the 20th century. In the film, she discusses her life in Lodz, Poland before the
Holocaust, her years in the Lodz Ghetto, in Auschwitz, in Bergen-Belsen, and her career as a
Yiddish writer in Montreal. Rosenfarb wrote copiously, eloquently and movingly about the
Holocaust even though she herself admits in the film that she doesn’t know if she has found
the right words to talk about it. Intertwined she reads several of her poems. This film is an
unscripted interview between Anna Fishman Gonshor and Chava Rosenfarb just before the
writer’s passing, enhanced by photo stills and music - directed by Josh Waletzky and produced by Sheva Zucker. The interview is conducted entirely in Yiddish with accurate and
complete English subtitles - a League For Yiddish Production, 2015.
“If writing is a lonely profession, then the Yiddish writer’s loneliness has an added dimension.
Her readership has perished. Her language has gone up with the smoke of the crematoria. She
creates in a vacuum, almost without a readership, out of fidelity to a vanished language; as if
to prove that Nazism did not extinguish its last breath, that it is still alive” – Chava Rosenfarb,
“Confessions of a Yiddish writer”
Goldie Morgentaler is a professor of English at the University of Lethbridge and the translator from Yiddish to English of much of Chava Rosenfarb’s work.

SPONSORED IN PART BY THE KIRMAN MEMORIAL FOUNDATION FOR YIDDISH CULTURE

In conjunction with this event, THE VANCOUVER HOLOCAUST EDUCATION CENTRE will be
open on Sunday, November 22 from 2:00-4:00pm, with a guided exhibit tour at 3:00pm.
The Face of the Ghetto: Pictures Taken by Jewish Photographers in the Litzmannstadt
(Lodz) Ghetto, 1940-1944
www.vhec.org
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sunday nov 22
6:30-7:30pm
QUIRKY FAMILY SAGA
STUART ROJSTACZER
Winner of the 2014 National Jewish Book Award
For Outstanding Debut Fiction
The Mathematician’s Shiva
$16

“High math, Eastern European history and American culture converge in this highly entertaining debut. A wryly funny coming-ofmiddle-age story . . . [and] a fresh look at family, genius, and the
Jewish immigrant experience.” –The Bellingham Herald
When the greatest female mathematician in history passes away,
her son, Sasha Karnokovitch, just wants to mourn his mother in
peace. But rumour has it the notoriously eccentric Polish émigré
has solved one of the most difficult problems in all of mathematics,
and has spitefully taken the solution to her grave. As a ragtag group of mathematicians from
around the world descends upon Rachela’s shiva, determined to find the proof or solve it for
themselves, Sasha must come to terms with his mother’s outsized influence on his life.
Spanning decades and continents, The Mathematician’s Shiva is an unexpectedly moving and
uproariously funny novel that captures humanity’s drive not just to survive, but to achieve
the impossible.
“I’m overeducated and like to tell jokes” says Stuart Rojstaczer, who was raised in Milwaukee
and, for many years, was a professor of geophysics at Duke University. He has written about
education for the New York Times and the Washington Post and his scientific articles have
been published in numerous journals. He lives in Northern California.

Purchase three tickets to any Jewish Book Festival event
and get the fourth ticket free!
Offer available only for TELEPHONE ORDERS 604-257-5111.

All tickets must be purchased at one time.
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sunday nov 22
8:00pm
THE GREAT ISRAELI NOVEL
ASSAF GAVRON
Winner of the Bernstein Prize
The Hilltop
In Conversation with Marsha Lederman
$18
Photo:Fana Feng

“This many-storied, funny, shrewd, and tender satire dives
into the heart of Israel, a land of trauma and zeal,
fierce opinions and endless deliberation.” —Booklist,
STARRED review
Hailed as “the great Israeli novel” (Time Out Tel Aviv) and
winner of the prestigious Bernstein Prize, Assaf Gavron’s
The Hilltop is a bestseller in Israel and now published in
eight countries and counting. It is the first novel to grapple
with one of the most charged issues in Israeli society—and the world—in recent years:
the settlements in the West Bank. Amidst this tense and often absurd landscape, the novel
delivers a moving, universal tale of two brothers attempting to rebuild their lives and their
relationship with one another.
“Assaf Gavron is one of the most original and powerful writers on the Israeli scene. His clear
and honest writing blasts right through the clichés and the politically correct surface to touch
the chaotic, ambiguous core of the Israeli identity. The Hilltop is Gavron’s latest and most impressive attempt to map the Israeli society. His perspective is a must-read for every seriously
curious reader.” —Etgar Keret
Assaf Gavron is the author of seven books as well as a highly-regarded translator. He has
won the Israeli Prime Minister’s Creative Award for Authors, the Buch fur die Stadt award in
Germany, and the Prix Courrier International Award in France. The son of English immigrants,
he grew up in a small village near Jerusalem, lived for many years in Tel Aviv, and currently
lives in Omaha, NE.
MARSHA LEDERMAN is the Western Arts Correspondent for The Globe and Mail, based in
Vancouver.
SPONSORED IN PART BY THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER VANCOUVER AND THE
ISRAEL CONSULATE GENERAL OF TORONTO AND WESTERN CANADA

TICKETS: 604.257.5111 www.jewishbookfestival.ca
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monday nov 23
11:45am - 1:15pm
LUNCH AND LEARN
RENATE KRAKAUER / Only by Blood
Lunch at 11:45am; Author presentation at 12:15pm
$10/$12
“Set partly in Poland and partly in Canada, Only by Blood is a
Holocaust story of survival and secrets, broken families, broken
hearts. It’s a familiar tale made new by the particular dramas of
Krakauer’s characters.” —Cynthia Holz
Spanning over sixty years, this story tells about the lengths to which mothers
will go in order to save their daughters and the secrets they will keep to protect them from pain. Set in the broader context of the fraught relationship of
Poles and Jews during and after the Second World War, it depicts the circumstances that made some ordinary people behave heroically while others betrayed their
friends and neighbours.
Renate Krakauer’s career included senior roles in education, and municipal and provincial
governments. She has published award-winning short fiction on in a number of literary journals. Renate lives in Toronto with her husband.
PRESENTED WITH THE JCC SENIORS’ DEPT

5:30-6:30pm
BOOK LAUNCH AND RECEPTION
MARINA SONKINA / Expulsion and Other Stories
FREE
Expulsion & Other Stories consists of two parts: a novella followed
by a group of short stories. But the main protagonists have one
thing in common: they are all women coming of age in difficult
times. In the short stories, set in post-Stalinist Russia, the women are
confronted by dictatorship's mundane face - a minor bureaucrat, a school
teacher, a doctor. Nobody spells out the rules of survival to the young girls and
women, yet each learns to play - or pays the price, that of facing “expulsion”. The
novella “Face” shares a similar motif of expulsion but takes the reader to a different place - the urban sprawl and property greed of modern Vancouver.
A former professor of Russian literature at Moscow State University, writer and scholar
Marina Sonkina now lives in Vancouver and shares her time between teaching at SFU and
UBC and writing, tango dancing and taking her students to culture trips to Russia. She has
published two collections of short stories and two children's books.
15.

monday nov 23
6:30 – 7:30pm
THE STRUGGLE FOR SOVIET JEWRY
RABBI AVI WEISS / Open Up the Iron Door
$16
“Rabbi Avi Weiss has been the powerful voice for oppressed Jews for
a lifetime. His writing about his advocacy is an important part of
Jewish history” – Alan Dershowitz
Inspired by the cautionary lesson of the silence of many leaders
during the Holocaust and the fearlessness of the Civil Rights movement, from 1964 to 1991 grassroots activists spearheaded a worldwide liberation effort. The demand? That Jews be allowed to leave
the Soviet Union. Unlike other accounts of this history, Open Up the
Iron Door chronicles the activities of those working outside of, and
often in opposition to, the Jewish establishment as seen through
the loving, fiery, in-the-trenches perspective of Avraham (Avi) Weiss, a New York rabbi. This
memoir interweaves one man's personal struggles, doubts, and triumphs with the ups and
downs of the activist movement itself.
Rabbi Avi Weiss is an American Modern Orthodox ordained rabbi, author, teacher, lecturer,
and activist who heads the Hebrew Institute of Riverdale in The Bronx, New York.

8:00pm
LIVING ABOVE ALL LIMITS
LEAH GOLDSTEIN / No Limits
Host: Kyle Berger
$16
“Leah Goldstein is an inspiration to men and women alike. Don’t
ever take no for an answer, always push yourself past whatever
limit you think is there.” – Geoff Craig
Internationally renowned athlete, World Champion kickboxer, Race
Across America winner, Israeli Secret Police officer, Krav Maga Elite
Commando trainer, author and glass ceiling crusher, Leah Goldstein
will be sharing her new memoir No Limits. If you haven’t heard
Leah’s story, be prepared to be awestruck. Leah’s story will inspire
you to make the changes you desire in your life to become Limitless.
When not busy going on 15 hour training rides, Leah can be found working as a personal
trainer and motivational speaker in the interior of BC. Leah collaborated with her business
partner Lori Friend Moger in the writing of her memoir.
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tuesday nov 24
A YEMENI EVENING
6:30-7:30pm
ON THE FAULT LINES OF ISRAELI SOCIETY
AYELET TSABARI
Winner of the 2015 Sami Rohr Prize for
Jewish Literature
The Best Place on Earth
$16; price for both YEMENI EVENING events: $30

“Tsabari’s stories pulse with raw energy as they unfurl along the
fault lines within modern Israeli society. The compelling urgency of
this collection reflects the multi-faceted culture it brings to life”—
Nancy Richler
Frank, bold, sexy, Ayelet Tsabari’s voice astonishes with its vitality. The stories in The Best Place on Earth are populated with characters at the crossroads of
nationalities, religions and communities: expatriates, travellers, poets, soldiers, siblings and
dissenters, the protagonists here are mostly Israelis of Mizrahi (Arabic) background, whose
stories have rarely been told in literature. In illustrating the lives of those whose identities
swing from fiercely patriotic to powerfully global, The Best Place on Earth explores Israeli
history as it reveals the universality of war, love, heartbreak and hope.
“Her stories surprise and startle; her characters pause for a moment while we stamp our passport, and then sidle off to unexpected, unpredicted destinations. Wherever the stories are set,
Israel is always, somehow, present, as if lodged in a safe room of the mind.” - Sami Rohr Prize
Judges’ Comments
Ayelet Tsabari is an Israeli author of Yemeni descent: she grew up in Israel, served in the
army and moved to Canada in 1998. Tsabari’s non-fiction has won numerous awards.
She currently teaches creative writing at the University of Toronto‘s School of Continuing
Education.
SPONSORED IN PART BY THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER VANCOUVER AND THE ISRAEL
CONSULATE GENERAL OF TORONTO AND WESTERN CANADA
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tuesday nov 24
A YEMENI EVENING
8:00pm (doors open at 7:15pm)
FOR BOOK CLUBS and BOOK LOVERS
NOMI EVE / Henna House
Host: Ayelet Tsabari
$18; price for both YEMENI EVENING events: $30
PRESENTING SPONSOR: ROSEDALE ON ROBSON SUITE HOTEL
“Leisurely, slightly mystical, bittersweet reminiscence . . . as betrayal and sexuality mix under the long shadow of World War II.” —
Kirkus
Henna House is an evocative and stirring novel about a young
woman living in the fascinating and rarely portrayed community
of Yemenite Jews of the mid-20th century. In the tradition of Anita
Diamant's The Red Tent, Henna House is an intimate family portrait across the panorama of history. From the traditions of the Yemenite Jews, to the farranging devastation of the Holocaust, to the birth of the State of Israel, Eve offers an
unforgettable coming-of-age story and a textured chronicle of a fascinating period in time.
Only a handful of Jews remain in Yemen today, most of them having been transported to Israel in Operation Magic Carpet 1940-1950.
Just imagine a group of book lovers, sitting together with the writer, hearing the story behind
the story. We provide the venue, the author, the host and the nosh - you provide the discussion and can add the wine! Purchase your tickets in advance and we’ll reserve a table for you
and your friends. Whether your book club has only one member (you), or fifteen, is ‘real’or
‘faux’, everyone is welcome. The Festival’s popular annual Book Club event is sure to spice up
(Yemeni-style) your literary season!
NOMI EVE is the author of The Family Orchard, which was a Book-of-the-Month Club main selection and was nominated for a National Jewish Book Award. Her stories have appeared in
the New York Times, The Voice Literary Supplement, Conjunctions, and The International
Quarterly. She is currently a lecturer in the creative writing program at Bryn Mawr College
and lives in Philadelphia with her family.
If your book club registers in advance, we’ll arrange group seating. To reserve a table, email
Dana Camil Hewitt at jbf@jccgv.bc.ca. You can order Henna House from the Jewish Book Festival at a 20% discount by calling (604) 257‐5111. Pick up at the JCC from Oct 30.
AYELET TSABARI, Israeli writer of Yemenite descent and presenter of the preceding event,
will interview Nomi Eve.
SPONSORED IN PART BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JEWISH WOMEN
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wednesday nov 25
9:00am –2:00pm
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL KIDS
DAN BAR-EL - Jewish Literary Laureate
Nine Words Max (gr 2-3) Audrey (Cow) (gr 4-5)
OFFSITE EVENT
Nine Words Max - Illustrated by David Huyck
A sharp and humorous tale of a prince who talks too much and
his brothers' misguided solution. It is also a tongue-in-cheek
satire of our modern world's obsession with media- the princes
spend a lot of time sending silly messages, lying around watching
puppet shows and speaking in 140 characters or less...
Audrey (Cow) - with illustrations by Tatjana Mai-Wyss
A book full of heart and humour, it’s a very human story about life and death, and friendship,
and holding on to one’s dreams. But what adds to its uniqueness is that the story is narrated
by a cast of two dozen voices, most of them belonging to animals. The book was recently
named a finalist in the Governor General's Literary Awards.
Vancouver’s Dan Bar-El is an award-winning children’s author, educator and storyteller.
Among his dozen published books are chapter books, picture books, and a graphic novel. He
travels around the country visiting schools and libraries to tell stories and lead workshops.
PRESENTED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH VANCOUVER TALMUD TORAH

10:00–11:00am
HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS
ALEJANDRO FRID / A World for My Daughter An Ecologist’s Search for Optimism
OFFSITE EVENT
A World for My Daughter takes readers to the sharp knife-edge on
which the fate of the biosphere rests. Merging the perspective of
a scientist compelled to share the significance of his research,
glimpses into the worldview of modern indigenous hunters and the voice of a parent speaking to his child about life’s conundrums, A World for My Daughter steers readers toward
imagining their own role in preserving the vibrancy of our planet.
Dr. Alejandro Frid is an ecologist for First Nations of British Columbia’s Central Coast, working at the interface of conservation science and social justice. Born and raised in Mexico City,
and spending his adult life in British Columbia and the Yukon, he inhabits the worlds of science, modern indigenous cultures and climate activism.
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wednesday nov 25
5:30-6:30pm
BOOK LAUNCH
Dr. ADARA GOLDBERG / Holocaust Survivors in
Canada - Exclusion, Inclusion, Transformation,
1947-1955
FREE
“The book offers a significant and original contribution to our understanding of the experience and transformations, of unprecedented proportions, of the Jewish community in the post-war
period. Comprehensive and compelling…”– Gerald Tulchinsky, Professor Emeritus, Queen’s University
In the decade after the Second World War, 35,000 Jewish survivors
of Nazi persecution and their dependants arrived in Canada. This
was a watershed moment in Canadian Jewish history. The unprecedented scale of the relief effort required for the survivors,
compounded by their unique social, psychological, and emotional
needs challenged both the established Jewish community and resettlement agents alike.
Dr. Adara Goldberg received her PhD from the Strassler Center for Holocaust and Genocide
Studies, Clark University. She is the Education Director at the Vancouver Holocaust Education
Centre.
SPONSORED IN PART BY THE VANCOUVER HOLOCAUST EDUCATION CENTRE

National Novel Writing Month
On Wednesday, November 25, the JCC Jewish Book Festival is delighted to host participants of the National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) - an annual internet-based
creative writing project that takes place during the month of November. NaNoWriMo
challenges participants to write 50,000 words (the minimum number of words for a
novel) from November 1-30 every year.
The goal of NaNoWriMo is to get people writing and keep them motivated throughout
the process. Water For Elephants by Sara Gruen was a NaNoWriMo novel!
Have a blast writing!
THE WORLD NEEDS YOUR NOVEL
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wednesday nov 25
7:30-9:00pm
THE FUTURE IS HERE
ALEJANDRO FRID and HAL NIEDZVIECKI
$18

ALEJANDRO FRID / A World for My Daughter An Ecologist’s Search for Optimism
“The greatest scientists are those unafraid to reveal the passion
that drives their fascination. Alejandro Frid is one of these rare few:
an ecologist and a dreamer, a mystic and a mathematician”J.B.MacKinnon
A World for My Daughter takes readers to the knife-edge on which
the fate of the biosphere rests. Merging the perspective of a scientist compelled to share the significance of his research,
glimpses into the worldview of modern indigenous hunters and the
voice of a parent speaking to his child about life’s conundrums, A
World for My Daughter steers readers toward imagining their own
role in preserving the vibrancy of our planet.
Dr. Alejandro Frid is an ecologist for First Nations of BC’s Central Coast,
working at the interface of conservation science and social justice. Born and
raised in Mexico City, and spending his adult life in British Columbia and the Yukon,
he inhabits the worlds of science, modern indigenous cultures and climate activism.

HAL NIEDZVIECKI / Trees on Mars Our Obsession with the Future
“Hal Niedzviecki’s urgent, eye-opening Trees on Mars exposes our
mania for the future as exactly what it is: an ideology as narrow
and dangerous as any we’ve known from history.” - J.B.MacKinnon
In Trees on Mars, cultural critic and author Hal Niedzviecki argues
that our society’s singular emphasis on creating and owning the
“future” is unprecedented in human history . For perhaps the first
time, our society is more focused on what is going to happen in
the future than what is happening right now. In deep conversation with both the beneficiaries and victims of our relentless obsession with the future, Niedzviecki asks crucial questions: Where are we
heading? How will we get there? And whom may we be leaving behind?
Hal Niedzviecki’s work is known for challenging preconceptions and confronting readers with the offenses of everyday life. He is the author of books
of nonfiction and fiction, most recently the collection of short stories Look
Down, This Is Where It Must Have Happened and The Peep Diaries. Hal lives in Toronto.
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thursday nov 26
6:00-7:30pm
THE FASCINATING WORLD OF
BACH’S CELLO SUITES
STEVEN HANCOFF
Bach, Casals and The Six Suites
for ‘Cello Solo
CD: From Tragedy to Transcendence:
The Six Suites for ‘Cello Solo by J.S. Bach –
transcribed for acoustic guitar
$18
“To call it an album would sell it short as a video tour. To call it a
narrated musical documentary would discount it as an odyssey
through painting and sculpture. To call it a history book would be
to deny the romance of its narrative” – Roxane Assaf, Huffington
Post
In a richly illustrated, multi-media live presentation that spans
more than 250 years, Steven Hancoff tells the story he wrote
about in his four-volume, interactive e-Book Bach, Casals and
The Six Suites for ‘Cello Solo: the rediscovery of the forgotten Cello Suites by 13-yr old Pablo
Casals in 1889 – about 170 years after Bach composed them! The work is anecdotal rather
than technical, describing the lives of these great men in the context of their times – how, for
example, the very last time the 96-yr old Casals played this music for another soul, it was in
1973, in the tiny kitchen of Prime Minister Golda Meir who, it is said, burst into tears when he
finished.
Steven has transcribed and recorded the thirty-six masterpieces that comprise J. S. Bach's
Cello Suites on acoustic guitar. Here we have a set of music by Bach never before performed
on acoustic guitar, accompanied by entertaining, easy-to-read, stunning and informative biographies in the form of a visually bountiful, highly interactive e-book.
Touted by the Jazz Review Magazine as “an interpretive master who plays with fluidity, grace
and passion”, Steven Hancoff has toured the world as an official Artistic Ambassador representing the USA. The concerts – the music and the story of the great American music tradition, woven together with tales of the men and women who created it – have captivated
audiences everywhere. He lives in the Washington, DC area.
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thursday nov 26
8:00pm
CLOSING NIGHT BURSTING WITH FRESHNESS
RUTH TAL with Jennifer Houston
SuperFresh – Super Natural, Super Vibrant
Vegan Recipes
HOST: Susan Mendelson of The Lazy Gourmet
$24 – includes food reception
PRESENTING SPONSOR NAVA CREATIVE KOSHER CUISINE
“Twenty-five years ago people laughed at Ruth Tal. Now
she is called a “pioneer” and “visionary“ for making
vegan, vegetarian foods and juicing so delicious they’re a
hit even with mainstream diners at her four fresh Toronto
restaurants and global locations”.
- Laura Goldstein – MashuMashu magazine

Photo: Kyla Zanardi

In 1990, after traveling the world extensively for seven
years, Ruth Tal returned to Toronto intending to attend
university. Instead, Ruth created Juice for Life. She
dreamed of opening a vegetarian food and juice bar where
people would feel accepted and satisfied no matter what
their lifestyle or eating preferences. Now, over 20 years
later, Juice for Life has evolved into fresh, with 3 Toronto locations well established. As partners in the award-winning fresh restaurants, founder Ruth Tal and chef Jennifer Houston
have been using whole, natural ingredients to create craveable and vibrant vegan meals,
juices, and smoothies for almost two decades.
“Fresh restaurant was doing kale before it was cool, and this gorgeous book proves that
their vibrantly modern approach to eating well is as addictive as ever. Power shakes,
immunity shots, salads for meals, nourishing bowls, and the legendary burgers; I want it all.”
– Laura Wright
In Super Fresh, Ruth and Jennifer share over 200 delicious and energizing plant-based
recipes that are bursting with natural flavours and pure goodness. We all need food to fuel
our bodies, so why not cook with natural ingredients with a high nutritional value?
SUSAN MENDELSON is the owner of The Lazy Gourmet, a famed caterer and cookbook writer.

23.

NEW!

Western Canada
Jewish Book Awards

Description & Call for Submissions
This new initiative, part of the JCC Jewish Book festival, is designed to celebrate
excellence in writing on Jewish themes / subject and showcase the achievements
of authors from Western Canada.
Geographical delineation: for the intentions of this award, Western Canada is
considered from West of the Manitoba-Ontario border, including the Northern
regions, to the BC coast.
Authors are invited to submit their books by February 29, 2016.
Categories: (submissions in multiple categories are accepted)
• Fiction – The Diamond Foundation Prize
• Non-fiction – The Pinsky Family Prize
• Poetry – The Betty Averbach Foundation Prize
• Children and Youth – The Jonathan and Heather Berkowitz Prize
• Holocaust - The Marsid Foundation Prize
Eligibility:
The author must have lived in Western Canada for the past 12 months or have
lived in Western Canada for at least 3 of the past 5 years.
Full details on eligibility: www.jewishbookfestival.ca
Judging Prize information:
The books will be judged by independent industry professionals. The winners will
be announced by mid-April, with a celebratory later in the spring. There will be a
monetary award of $2,000 for each winning author.
How to submit a book for the award
1. Download the entry form from jewishbookfestival.ca
2. Mail or deliver in person the following items for each book submitted:
• A complete entry form
• 5 copies of the book
• $36 entry fee per prize category
Send to:
Questions? Contact
JCC Jewish Book Festival
Dana Camil Hewitt,
Attn: Dana Camil Hewitt
JBF Director
950 West 41st Avenue, Vancouver, BC, V5Z 2N7
604-257-5156
jbf@jccgv.bc.ca

jewishbookfestival.ca
24.
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Bookworms
YES! I would like to support the Jewish Book
Festivalʼs innovative programs & events

DONATION AMOUNT
q $36

q $50

q $100

q Other:_____________

Your contribution helps the Jewish Book Festival to continue providing the
community with quality programming at affordable prices or free of charge.
(Please print legibly)

Name:___________________________________________________
(to which tax receipt should be issued)
Address:_________________________________City:____________
Province:____ Postal code:_________ Phone #__________________
E-mail address:___________________________________________

q I would like to be informed by e-mail of upcoming literary events.

PAYMENT INFORMATION
q Cheque
q Visa

(payable to JCC of Greater Vancouver RE: Jewish Book Festival)

q Mastercard

Number:________________________________________________________
Expiry date:______________________ Signature:______________________
PLEASE DROP OFF FORM or MAIL to BookwormsInk! c/o Dana Camil Hewitt
950 West 41st Avenue Vancouver BC V5Z 2N7

q Check here if you would like a tax receipt.

PRIZE DRAW
On closing night, there will be a draw for a prize - an impressive basket of new
books by featured authors (value over $500) from the first 100 donation forms
received. Thank you for your support.

THANK YOU
Festival Patrons
FOUNDING PATRONS
Buddy Smith and family
Annette Rothsteinz’l and family
PUBLISHERS
Beverley Kort & Ray Schachter
Shirley & Sol(z''l) Kort
Leona & Max Pinsky
Elie & Zev Shafran
Yosef Wosk Jewish Literary Laureate program
BIBLIOPHILES
Esther Chetner
The Ben and Esther Dayson
Charitable Foundation
Miri & Larry Garaway
Daniella Givon & Bernard Pinsky
Bob Golden
Andrea & Yossi Kowaz
Moshe Mastai
Helen Pinsky
Barb Small & Leonard Schein
Judy & Isaac Thau

READERS
Anonymous (1)
Nancy Brown Halpern
Dana & David Hewitt
Alexander Hart & Kathryn Selby
Martha & Ron Burnett
Tamara Frankel
Bess Hirsch
Noni & Janos Maté
Nicole & Jason Nozick
Deborah Roitberg & Jack Amar
Nancy Stern & Stephen Schachter
FRIENDS
Jane Cherry
Joanne Emerman
Catherine Epstein
Diane Lepawsky – in memory of
Joan Stutchner
Rhea & Gary Lazar
Michelle Pullan
Frieda Miller & Danny Shapiro
Cathy Moss & Alvin Wasserman

Remembering Cherie Smith
Cherie Smith founded the Jewish Book Festival in Vancouver in 1984. She passed away
in July 1999. Cherie served as the Festival's chairperson, literary inspiration and tireless
worker for many years. Her lifelong love of books was evident in her career as an editor,
publisher and author of her own family history, Mendel's Children: A Family Chronicle.
Cherie's legacy lives on through the thousands of people who flock to the Festival each year.
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THANK YOU
Festival Sponsors

Featured Authors
Dan Bar-El
Richa Dwor
Nomi Eve
Alejandro Frid
Assaf Gavron
A.D.Gentle
Michelle Gilman
Dr. Adara Goldberg
Leah Goldstein
Steven Hancoff
Rosa Harris
Revital Shiri-Horowitz
Paula Hurwitz

June Hutton
Renate Krakauer
Evelyn H. Lazare
Olga Medvedeva-Nathoo
Richard Menkis
Sean Michaels
Goldie Morgentaler
Avrum Nadigel
Hal Niedzviecki
Stuart Rojstaczer
Chava Rosenfarb(z”l)
Sigal Samuel
Jazmin Sasky

Marina Sonkina
Ruth Tal
Ayelet Tsabari
Rabbi Avi Weiss
HOSTS
Kyle Berger
Evelyn H. Lazare
Marsha Lederman
Susan Mendelson
Ayelet Tsabari
Hal Wake

